20              FORTY-FIVE  YEARS  UNDER  THE  FLAG

5th. At Hong Kong our Minister to China, Hon. John E.
Ward, came on board for passage to Aden, at the mouth of the
Red Sea, and thence to Europe and the United States. The
passage through the China Sea to Singapore was made rapidly
before the strong northeast monsoon. In the Straits of Ma-
lacca the steam sloop Dacotah, Commander Radford, was met
and communicated with. The voyage outward through the
Bay of Bengal, past Hindostan to Aden, was pleasant. That
through the Mozambique Channel to Cape Town, where the
Niagara arrived on February 22d, included some bad weather.
The Niagara's presence in Table Bay attracted much attention,
and during her stay she was visited by several thousand
people, who inspected her minutely. The exquisite order of
the ship was universally admired. Her powerful battery of
eleven-inch guns impressed her visitors wonderfully.

With a voyage home of 8,000 miles ahead, the officers and
men were indulged with shore liberty preliminary to depart-
ure. They were received with the greatest cordiality and kind-
ness by the English and Dutch inhabitants of that remote cor-
ner of the world. For be it remembered in those days news
of the world beyond one's horizon traveled slowly. There were
no submarine cables as now belting the globe to flash the news
of each day to the world at large to be read at the breakfast
table the next morning. In those days news traveled by steam
packets or sailing ships, so that the arrival of ships in those
far-off ports attracted more interest than now, except in the mat-
ter of personal mails.

Above all else to the Niagara's officers and men, there was
a desire to know what had taken place in our own blessed coun-
try. It was known before sailing from New York that Mi".
Lincoln had been nominated for the Presidency, and when the
day of election came a vote was taken away off in the waters
of the East, with the result that Mr. Lincoln was elected on
board the Niagara. That this election was a presage of the
news to be learned a few months later from the pilot off Bos-
ton was not dreamed of at that time.

Beyond a letter received by the chaplain, Charles Stewart,
from his personal friend, Emperor Napoleon ITT, while at Aden,
nothing was known of the result at home. This letter,, as nowiful Ni-
